How Do I Dry Wet Books?

Air Drying

    This method is most appropriate when only a small number of books (a couple hundred or less) are damp rather than soaking wet, and when indoor temperature, humidity, and air circulation can be controlled.

· Wear protective, latex gloves

· Absorb excess moisture using a clean sponge, paper or bath towels, etc. Do not blot on hand-written ink or fragile surfaces. Do not use printed newsprint for blotting; ink can transfer.

· Do not attempt to separate individuals items while very wet. You may leave them in stacks no higher than one foot to dry.

· Fan books open and stand on top or bottom edge; never stand them on

the front edge. A book should not be positioned on its front edge, because the weight of the damp spine might cause it to pull apart from the binding. Stand books on driest edge first to provide support. As the book dries turn it upside-down to the opposite edge every few hours.

(See the next entry in this binder “Tips for Saving Water-Damaged Items” for photos and further instructions.)

· Use fans to ensure good air circulation. This may take a day or more. Do not point the fans directly at the drying materials. Coated papers pose a special problem because the clay coating on their pages will become sticky when wet and will stick together permanently if allowed to dry. Pages should be interleaved with paper towels, blotters, or anything that keeps the coated surfaces from touching one another.

Books that are soaked or in too great a number to be attended to in house, should be packed for freezing, as mold may grow if left unattended for even a short length of time (48 hours).
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