How Do I Dry and Pack Wet Books for Freezing?

Freezing is useful when a large number of books have gotten wet, as mold will form within 48 hours. Freezing will inhibit mold growth and allow time for assessment and later drying. Freezing should be done as soon as possible after the books are damaged.

· Wear protective, latex gloves.
· Handle wet books carefully.

· If necessary, rinse off excess dirt or mud with clean water.

· Wipe off excess water from outside covers.

· Wrap books separately with freezer paper so they will not stick to each other.

· Preferably use “banker’s boxes” 15”x12”x10”.

· Pack all books, spine down.

· Pack books in a single row.

· Pack books snugly

· If space remains, use crumpled paper or Styrofoam to support.

· Pack oversize books flat, with largest on bottom.

· Do not pack wet books flat. 

· Write Cabrillo College library and content notes on the outside of box.

· Do not stack more than three or four boxes high, to avoid crushing.

See next page for visual guide on packing
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