Recovery of Water Damaged Collections with Mold

Active Mold

Books that are soaked or in too great a number to be attended to in house, should be packed for freezing, as mold may grow if left unattended for even a short length of time (48 hours).

Active mold should be handled by qualified recovery professionals only, as the risk of disease, infection, etc. is high.

· Active mold looks either fuzzy or slimy. 

· Do not attempt to remove active mold. 

Recovery Professionals

Document Reprocessors

Technical staff can give you the proper advice for dealing with your disaster situation and can get support teams to your location in order to give your institution assistance to control the situation.

24 Hour Disaster HotLine  1-800-4DRYING (1-800-437-9464)

West Coast Hotline --(650)401-7711           Fax- (650)401-8711

Dormant or Dry Mold -Basic Principles of Salvage

Dormant mold is dry and powdery.
· REDUCE THE HUMIDITY: Moisture initiates mold growth. Reducing the humidity is essential to stopping its growth. Humidity levels should be as low as possible below 75%. Use a dehumidifier. Low temperatures below 68° F -- are recommended.
· DO NOT TURN UP THE HEAT: This will not help to dry out collections and storage areas. Additional heat in the presence of moisture will cause the mold to grow faster.

· IF COLLECTIONS ARE WET, DRY OR FREEZE THEM: Mold will normally grow on wet materials in about 48 hours. Freezing will not kill the mold, but it will stop further growth.

· AVOID "QUICK AND EASY" CURES: "Quick cures"  (such as spraying Lysol on objects or cleaning them with bleach) may cause additional damage to items or be toxic to people. Chemicals can have adverse effects on both collections and people. They will not will keep the mold from recurring.
CLEANING

· When the mold has become dormant through drying it can be removed, using a vacuum cleaner and/or a soft brush. After vacuuming, dispose of bag and clean brushes to prevent spreading the mold spores.

· When cleaning items with dry mold, make sure the mold spores are drawn way from you, by the use of a vacuum cleaner. Wear gloves or wash your hands after handling materials with mold.            

· Short exposure to sunlight and circulating air outdoors may help to dry moldy items more rapidly.

To select the professional best qualified to treat your object, contact the referral

service maintained by The Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation (FAIC). They will provide you with a list of conservators in your area that can help you find appropriate conservation treatment:

       
The Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation (FAIC)

       
1717 K Street, NW, Suite 301

       
Washington, D.C. 20006

      
Telephone (202) 452-9545

       
FAX (202) 452-9328

            E-mail: infoaic@aol.com  
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